




# 







FW^elease 2001 / 1 1 / 20 . ::CJA-lRDP 79 T 010 ^A 000100030003-4 


■VT’ '■:■•% mpr-'i 
U&X : ■ : 




. ‘i ’ ft v * - - S'- ^ 

. V ■— . ‘ R' 


V.Y * 


PPiF?? 


1ASS33H TIBET 


DRAFT ( PH 61 . 2115 ) 
HM ;X 69 03 
OPB/GO/F 
21 March 1963 


4 "^n 


S8»&v- 


X. Climate : 

.' The climate of easteatt 'Tibet, particul •"■ ./ temperatures, varies according 
iv to elevation and the type of terri.-in. 33 iero as a dizicrcnce of about 5*000 

.v" feet between some of the lower, uu^or river valleys at 9,000 to 10,000 feet, 

'ahere fcaportsht agricultural settlements are located, and the high, 13,000 
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to 15,000 foot grasslands inhabited ' the ccnads . In th eory, a diffe rence 
5,000 feet in elevation should neen a difference of about '15 F ia average 

. . •" . ' . • •. . '■ •;■•-. v,"V 
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ppISl temperatures; -these differences, however, :/ be-, accentuated by exposure to 
: - the wind or, conversely, made less severe through protection from winds 

■■'■ • ‘ "■' f . ■ . -..•■ ■■■. ■'’ • - I..,’" '.'- . 

afforded by deep canyons and forested areas. 

S2 ~ ' Climatic statistics based on reco:. ti f. ■ 2 to 6 years are available for 
. both Charade ..nd Batons, as shown in ft.. Ir/ing tables. Those for Chaado 
. are from official Chinese Communist a .„tistics and, probably, are more accu- 
rate than those tram. Bahsng, which ar the .r- cords obtained by the observations 
made by personnel of a mission station forf.rly located in Batons. These 
statistics should be representative of the lower river .-valleys at about 
& - . 10,000 feet 3 for higher elevations interpolations are made, supplemented 
by readings c.-rea and observations made by travellers and explorers %&© 
travelled throng this region* 
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II* Terraerafrires 

Teasper&tures in eastern Tibet ebc-v ac< only narked differences between 

'. . ' - A if' ' . . ■ _ ■ ■ A , . 

- dsjr 6334 night but also greet differsncee bv-tveea sunshine and shade, wind 

and eels, ,53i 2 Intensity of the cun rey’a increases in the clear, dry, thin 
air at the elevations in eastern Tibet. At 15# 000 feet the intensity 
of solar radiation is probably £p percent or core great than received at 
lowland stations in comparable latitudes. "Hie clear, dry air at high eleva- 
tion®, however, i» incapable of absorbing end retaining mch energy end 
remains chilly although the sun in intensely strong. The clixiate of Tibet 
nay be described ss one of cool shade and hot sun. The mount of sunlight, 
received ia Tibet probably is greater than realised because of the compara- 
tively Southerly latitude. In late December, eastern Tibet received about 
10 hours of sunlight compared to sane that- over hours for Washington, D.C. 

Mfferencss between, day and night temperature readings are great and 
the statistics for Chgja&o show that during the depth of winter an average 
ainiaua of ne-tr 10°P can be expected end a daily high of about 50^?. These 
differences probably increase in the upper v ell eya and on the graeel ends with 
nightly lows reaching near 0°F to occasion-ally - 15 °F; daily nsadia a probably 
ere above freeaing most of the tine with readings upwards to £0°?. The cold* 
is intensified by strong northerly or westerly winds that sweep across the 
open areas, particularly during winter and spring afternoons. On the other 
hand, the nmeroua protected valleys, many of them forested with conifers, 
provide a considerable degree of protection from the biting winds and low 
'temperatures at elevations below 14,0-00 feet. 
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HI* Precipitation 

. . MrS i ... ... ■ !: ' ■ • • 

’ Based on the records for Cfcasdo, about £0 to 25 laches of precipitation 
( Washington — inches} are reccrc-ca amusedly. Snore Is a ciaried concen- 
tration during buccerj in the perl-sc. from . .y through September, some preci* 
pitation css be enspectcid. oa ^0 percent of the days* llonr fahl y amounts vary 
£ro&t 3 to 5 inches, roughly the sues as in Washington during the summer, 
la eastern .Tibet* however, it rains more frequently then in Washington but 
the mounts per rain arc considerably loner. Chmdo statistics show a 
maxhsm daily precipitation of only 1 to i.5 inches. A record kept for 
come 50 days free aid- July through early September at Cliaado indi cated that 
23 dsys were without rain, 15 had light rain* end 10 had heavier rain. 
Averages for a 4-year period indicate^ that from hey through September, 
rain fells oa 1 C to 23 days each month. Most of the rain is convections! 
la origin, since Chasdo recox-ds from 5 to 10 thunderstorms per month frea 
Kay through September, 

Hiere are-no .'Statistics on the average mount of snow la eastern Tibet, 
but winter mounts ere believed to be cooperatively lov — probably less 
than the £0 inches which is the average total for Washington, As much as 
3 to 4 inches have been recorded in Chamdo in a month, with, saov sccusula- 
tio:xa occurring on 3 to 5 days from pcember through March, Early vinter 
and early spring are the months with, the greatest expectation of mov, At 
higaer elevations near Chaado, snow occurs more often end the sccuiulations 
greater. Aoove 15,000 feet, flurries occur even during the cursor month s. 
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Sobs of the higher passes are eavv»eeveri-d end difficult to cross during winter. 
Generally, though, either alternate passes are a vailable o r, if pres sed, a pass 
can he. crossed in spite of the sorst* l-lo ' travellers, however, agree that 
winter travel over the grasslands is not difficult with bright, clear, if 
cold, days hates the rule. 
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Jan 

Apr 

Jul 

Oct 

Jatang 

39 

5S 

71 

54 

Bl8£idQ 

: - ' v ! 

30 

43 

5o 

49 



Kean Kaxlnun Temperature 



- Jan 

Apr 

Jul 

Oct 

Bating 

52 

TO 

82 

55 

Chssdo 

4p 

53 

75 

66 



Kean lliniEnn Tee 

peraturc 



Jan 

Apr 

Jul 

Cct 

Batang 

2o 

45 

59 

44 

fiheesdo 

11 

33 

49 

34 


Absolute Kinfeua Temperature 



Jan 

Apr 

Jul 

Oct 

Bat&ag 

15 

34 

49 

29 

Chasdo 

0 

20 

33 

20 


lumber of Bays 

Terso 

erature Below Freezi 



Jan 

Apr 

Jul 

Oct 

Batang 

£9 

0 

0 

0 

Chasids 

31 

4 

0 

13 


* ' ficvitio-a of Bstang — $,000 fee t. Elevation of Chendo — 10,500 feet 
Records for Chcri&o are for 4 years; records for Batang vary fraa 2 to 5 
years. All temperatures In degrees Fahrenheit. 
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/count of Precipitation 

^ Jm Apr May Jun e Jul Aug Sep Oct Tot 

Chaado ncg 0 .£ 3.1 3-5 5*3 3-3 3*1 1.2 22 

i ; ^ ; ' ' 

Average Hwnber ■xf Days Ulth 
Over 0.1 or irecipltation 

Jen Feb ; jfer A gr I-fey Jan Jul Aug Sep Oct Hov Dec 


Cfcsndo 

3 

3 5 

$> 16 19 23 £0 

19 

10 1 



Maxli&ua Snow Accumulation 




Jan . 

Feb 

Mar ' Apr 

wMr.'utw n*rm**i 

Hoy 

Bee 


1 

1.7 

.0 3*2 

• 3 

4.0 

■ - ; 


Average J’ujsiber of Boys of 






Snow Accu-'-ulaticn 




Hov 

Bee 

Jpn Feb 

Mar 

. J&£ 

Cbm&o 

1 

4 

3 3 

5 
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Average ffrxToar of Clear Days 

Jan Feb Mar Apr I!c-y jfca Jul Aug Sep Oct Hoy Bee 

Eatons 9 7 9 4 9 € 5 5 3 13 14 16 

Chm&> 21 5 2 2 5 p 3 3 5 IS 13 IT 

Average Hmber of Cloudy Boys 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jnn Jul Au$ Sag Oct ftpv pec 

Batons 49 5 333587 652 

Cbssido .4 5 12 14 11 15 17 12 11 6 3 4 







